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I have  the  honour  to  present  my  annual  report  for  the  year  1897. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  is  321.  The  deaths 
outside  the  district  of  persons  belonging  thereto  are  respectively 
18  in  the  Workhouse  and  17  in  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital,  which 
must  be  added,  while  39,  which  have  occurred  in  the  County 
Asylum  at  Fulbourn  of  persons  belonging  to  other  parts  of 
the  County,  must  be  subtracted.  The  corrected  number  is 
317,  equal  to  a death  rate  from  all  diseases  of  13*4  per  thousand 
living  per  annum.  The  rate  of  the  previous  year  was  13’6,  and 
that  of  1895  15T.  The  death  rate  in  England  and  Wales  for  the 
same  period  is  given  as  17'4  in  the  Report  of  the  Registrar  General. 

There  have  been  11  deaths  in  the  group  of  zymotic  disease, 
equal  to  a death  rate  from  these  diseases  of  0*4  per  thousand,  viz. : 
from  Diphtheria  2,  Whooping  Cough  1,  Typhoid  Fever  2,  Diarrhoea 
6.  There  have  also  occurred  11  deaths  due  to  Influenza. 

The  number  of  births  registered  is  509,  equal  to  a birth  rate  of 
21*6  per  thousand  per  annum.  The  ratio  of  deaths  under  one  year 
of  age  to  1000  registered  births  is  102.  The  birth  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  for  the  same  period  is  given  at  29*7. 

After  assigning  to  each  of  the  sub-districts  its  share  of  the 
deaths  in  the  above  three  public  institutions,  as  per  subjoined 
table,  the  vital  statistics  are  respectively : — Willingham,  general 
death  rate  13*0,  zymotic  death  rate  0*42,  birth  rate  24*7 ; Shelford, 
general  death  rate  12'6,  zymotic  death  rate  0'26,  birth  rate  19’0; 
Fulbourn,  general  death  rate  15*0,  zymotic  death  rate  0*76,  birth 
rate  20*2. 


Death  rate. 


Zymotic  death 
rate. 


Birth  rate. 
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Disease 
Incidence. 
Small  Pox. 

Scarlet  Fever. 


Sub-District. 

Registered 

deaths. 

Adden- 

brooke’s 

Hospital. 

Work- 

house. 

County 

Asylum. 

Total. 

Death 

Rate. 

Willingham 

no 

5 

7 

• • • 

122 

13*0 

Fulbourn  ... 

84 

7 

7 

• ft  • 

98 

15*0 

Shelford 

84 

4 

4 

3 

95 

12*6 

Entire  District 

278 

16 

18 

3 

315 

13*4 

There  is  a slight  decrease  of  mortality  over  that  of  the  previous 
year  in  the  Willingham  and  Shelford  sub-districts  respectively,  and 
a slight  increase  in  the  Fulbourn  sub-district.  There  is  a marked 
decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  Phthisis,  probably  attri- 
butable to  the  dry  season ; the  death  rate  per  thousand  living 
from  this  disease  is  0*9,  and  therefore  below  the  all  England 
average  of  1*5. 

Death  rate  among  persons  between  one  year  and  60  = 7*1. 

Death  rate  among  persons  aged  60  years  and  upwards —61*9. 

DISEASE  INCIDENCE. 

The  district  has  happily  for  a third  year  in  succession  escaped 
an  importation  of  Small  Pox. 

In  regard  to  scarlatinal  incidence,  it  appears  that  eighteen  cases 
have  been  notified  in  the  Willingham  sub-district,  viz.  two  at 
Willingham  and  sixteen  at  Waterbeach ; the  inception  of  the 
disease  in  the  latter  village  could  not  be  satisfactorily  traced,  but 
there  is  scarcely  a doubt  that  the  disease  had  been  lingering  in  a 
mild  and  unrecognised  form  since  the  end  of  the  previous  year,  when 
two  cases  were  notified ; social  intercourse  and  school  assemblage 
were  the  agencies  which  sustained  the  incidence  of  this  disease 
through  nearly  the  first  half  of  the  year. 

The  cases  at  Willingham  were  probably  imported  from  the 
neighbouring  village  of  Over,  in  the  Swavesey  Rural  District, 
where  the  disease  had  been  prevailing  during  the  previous  year. 

School-exclusion,  isolation  at  home,  and  disinfection  have  been 
the  measures  of  precaution  adopted. 
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One  case  of  Scarlatina  has  been  notified  in  the  Fulbourn  sub- 
district, viz.,  in  the  Cherryhinton  Road.  The  source  of  infection 
could  not  be  satisfactorily  traced. 

Six  cases  of  Scarlatina  have  been  notified  in  the  Shelford  sub- 
district. One  case  notified  at  Grantchester  (Newnham  Croft,  near 
Cambridge)  was  imported  apparently  from  one  of  the  Cambridge 
town  schools.  At  Coton  one  case  was  notified  in  a household 
where  milk  was  purveyed.  Except  a visit  to  Cambridge  there 
appeared  no  source  of  infection.  The  sale  of  milk  was  intermitted. 

Four  cases  in  two  households  were  notified  at  Newton,  and 
could  not  be  satisfactorily  traced. 

Fourteen  cases  of  Diphtheria  have  been  notified  in  the  district. 
Three  in  three  households  at  Cottenham,  and  one  at  Westwick,  in 
the  Willingham  sub-district;  three  cases  in  three  households  at 
Fulbourn,  in  the  Fulbourn  sub-district;  four  at  Harston  in  three 
houses,  and  one  each  at  Great  Shelford,  Newton,  and  Grantchester 
(Newnham  Croft),  in  the  Shelford  sub-district. 

The  cases  at  Cottenham  were  widely  separated  in  time  and 
space,  and  call  for  no  special  remarks,  except  that  the  sanitary 
conditions  were  found  defective.  The  case  at  Westwick  was 
imported. 

The  three  cases  at  Fulbourn  could  not  be  traced  to  any  source 
of  infection  ; at  one  of  the  households  assailed,  milk  was  purveyed, 
and  the  occupier  was  warned  as  to  the  danger  of  continuing  his 
business. 

The  case  at  Great  Shelford  occurred  in  an  isolated  house  having 
excellent  sanitary  arrangements;  no  channels  of  infection  could  be 
traced. 

In  regard  to  the  cases  at  Harston  there  would  appear  to  have 
been  some  doubts  as  to  the  real  nature  of  the  illness,  inasmuch  as 
a member  of  one  of  the  households  was  seen  at  Addenbrooke’s 
Hospital,  Cambridge,  where  ulcerated  sore  throat  was  stated  to  have 
been  diagnosed.  At  one  of  the  households  milk  was  purveyed,  but 
the  dairy  was  found  to  be  quite  detached  from  the  dwelling-house, 
and  the  dairy  attendant  promised  to  abstain  from  visiting  the 
patients. 

The  infection  at  Grantchester  would  appear  to  have  been 
introduced  from  Cambridge.  The  source  of  infection  of  the  two 


Diphtheria 
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Typhoid  Fever. 


Mumps. 

Influenza. 


cases  at  Newton  could  not  be  traced,  but  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  school  offices  requires  radical  change.^ 

Thorough  disinfection  of  houses  and  schools  and  school-ex- 
clusion were  the  precautionary  measures  adopted  in  every  case 
except  at  Waterbeach  and  Harston,  where  on  account  of  the 
uncertainty  of  the  extent  of  epidemic  influence  the  schools  were 
closed. 

Two  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  have  been  notified  in  the  Willing- 
ham sub-district,  three  in  the  Fulbourn  sub-district,  and  two  in 
the  Shelford  sub-district.  In  regard  to  a case  at  Girton,  the  real 
nature  of  the  disease  was  somewhat  doubtful.  The  patient  was  sent 
to  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital,  Cambridge,  where  the  case  was  diag- 
nosed as  one  of  Pneumonia. 

A case  at  Cottenharn  was  that  of  a woman  recently  confined, 
who  was  attacked  with  Typhoid  Fever  before  her  recovery.  It  is 
therefore  difficult  to  account  for  the  inception  of  the  disease.  The 
sanitary  condition  of  the  premises  was  however  found  to  be  in  a 
faulty  condition. 

One  case  at  Fulbourn  could  not  be  accounted  for  except  it  were 
due  to  drain  nuisance ; several  other  susceptible  persons  were 
exposed  to  the  same  conditions  without  injury.  The  water  and 
food  supply  were  beyond  suspicion. 

A case  in  Cherryhinton  village  may  have  been  infected  at  a 
place  of  work  in  Cherryhinton  Poad,  near  the  Railway  Station. 

A case  at  Newton  was  that  of  a young  lady  visitor  who  came 
to  the  village  from  Commercial  Road,  London,  for  the  benefit  of  her 
health,  having  been  medically  treated  in  London  for  ''  indigestion,” 
and  died  within  a fortnight  of  her  arrival. 

A case  at  Grantchester  could  not  be  quite  satisfactorily 
accounted  for.  The  water  supply,  though  not  good,  was  passable. 
The  person  attacked  had,  however,  recently  returned  home  from  a 
volunteer  camp,  where  he  may  possibly  have  contracted  the  disease. 
A supply  from  the  public  main  has  since  been  substituted  for  that 
from  the  well. 

Mumps  have  been  epidemic  in  Grantchester  and  Stapleford, 
and  Influenza  at  Waterbeach,  and  necessitated  the  closure  of  the 
schools. 

* An  entirely  new  system  of  excrement  disposal  is  now  being  carried  into  effect  by 
the  School  Managers. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

With  regard  to  the  water  supply  to  Cottenham,  at  the  instance 
of  the  Parish  representations,  a modified  scheme  was  prepared  by 
the  same  engineer  who  had  prepared  the  more  elaborate  scheme 
of  a few  years  ago,  and  this,  with  the  plans,  was  submitted  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  for  approval,  and  a public  inquiry  held 
by  one  of  the  Board’s  Inspectors.  The  Board  were  however  not 
satisfied  with  the  adequacy  of  the  scheme,  and  remitted  it  to  the 
District  Council,  whereupon  a proposal  was  made  by  the  Parish 
representation  that  a public  company  should  be  allowed  to  supply 
the  parish  with  water  and  gas.  For  this  purpose  a further  post- 
ponement of  the  question  for  three  months  was  allowed  by  the 
District  Council. 

At  Church  End,  Cherryhinton,  the  agreement  mentioned  in 
my  last  year’s  report,  and  entered  into  by  the  Authority  and  the 
Cambridge  Waterworks  Company,  has  since  been  carried  into 
effect  by  the  erection  of  a standpipe  on  the  “ Green”  for  the  supply 
of  drinking  water  for  the  inhabitants  of  this  end  of  the  village. 

The  water  supply  to  houses  at  Cambridge  Lane,  Coton,  is  not 
yet  as  satisfactory  as  could  be  desired. 

At  Waterbeach  the  supply  from  the  public  pump  near  the 
Haunch  of  Mutton  ” public  house  having  been  found  to  be 
polluted  and  unfit  for  drinking  purposes,  the  well  was,  at  the 
instance  of  the  District  Council,  temporarily  closed ; thereupon 
the  Parish  Council  had  it  emptied  and  cleansed,  and  glazed  pipes 
inserted  into  the  bore  for  the  better  protection  of  the  supply. 
Before  re-opening,  the  water  will  be  again  submitted  to  analysis, 
in  order  to  ascertain  whether  its  quality  has  been  improved. 

A water  certificate  under  Section  6,  Public  Health  (Water) 
Act,  1878,  has  been  granted  for  one  house  at  Great  Shelford. 

One  house  at  Grantchester  Meadows  has  been  supplied  from 
the  Company’s  main.  It  would  be  desirable  if  a larger  number 
of  houses  within  the  Company’s  sphere  of  supply  could  be  supplied 
from  the  same  source.  In  this  regard  an  extension  of  the  main 
through  the  village  of  Stapleford,  where  the  question  of  water 
supply  has  been  for  several  years  in  abeyance,  would  be  a boon 
to  the  inhabitants. 


Water  Supply. 


8 


Drainage. 


Five  samples  of  potable  water  have  been  submitted  for  analysis. 
One  from  Newton  was  found  to  be  of  not  high-class  purity,  and 
the  well  was  filled  up  by  the  owner,  and  another  made  available 
for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  end  of  the  village.  One 
from  Grantchester  was  found  not  of  high-class  purity,  and  was 
discontinued  to  be  used,  and  a supply  obtained  from  the  Company’s 
main,  as  before  stated.  Samples  from  two  different  wells  at  one 
house  in  Westwick  having  been  found  to  be  polluted,  it  is  proposed 
to  empty  and  clean  out  one,  and  again  test  the  character  of  the 
water  before  further  action  is  taken  in  the  matter.  A sample  taken 
from  the  public  pump  near  the  “ Haunch  of  Mutton,”  Waterbeach, 
was  found  to  be  polluted,  and  has  already  been  referred  to. 

DRAINAGE. 

The  question  of  drainage  of  the  new  building  estate  at  Cherry- 
hinton  has  continued  to  be  the  subject  of  correspondence  between 
the  Local  Government  Board  and  the  District  Council,  and  the 
question  has  been  advanced  a stage  by  the  adoption  by  the  Council 
of  a scheme  put  forward  by  the  Parish  Council  based  upon  the 
“ septic  tank  ” system,  at  present  on  trial  at  Exeter.  A similar 
scheme  is  under  consideration  for  the  district  of  Newnham  Croft, 
in  the  parish  of  Grantchester.  Whether  these  particular  schemes 
be  finally  adopted  or  not  it  is  in  my  opinion  important  that  the 
sewage  disposal  of  these  cesspool  areas  should  be  settled  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible. 

At  Landbeach  the  public  ditch  has  been  cleaned  out. 

At  Green  End,  Cottenham,  an  old  drain  has  been  taken  up, 
and  a new  glazed  pipe  drain  substituted. 

At  Cottenham  and  Willingham  the  street  gulleys  have  been 
cleaned  out,  but  with  regard  to  the  drainage  and  scavengering  of 
these  and  other  populous  villages  in  the  district  I can  only  advert 
to  my  remarks  in  my  report  for  the  year  1896. 

At  Waterbeach  a nuisance  was  caused  in  the  lanes  near  the 
Hopbine  ” public-house,  by  the  overflow  pipe  from  the  public 
pump  emptying  into  a ditch  in  close  proximity  to  cottages,  and 
this  has  been  abated  by  the  diversion  of  the  drain  from  the  pump 
into  a drain  on  the  other  side  of  the  road,  which  empties  into  the 
pond. 
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At  Grantchester  the  drains  at  the  back  of  Charterhouse  Terrace, 
and  a private  ditch  from  the  Brewery  which  had  caused  serious 
nuisance  to  the  parish  water  course,  have  been  recently  cleansed, 
but  this,  of  course,  is  not  a sufficient  remedy  of  the  evil,  and 
accordingly  a new  filtering  area  has  been  put  in  at  the  junction  of 
the  street  drain  with  the  ditch. 

Most  of  the  parish  drains  in  the  district  have  been  cleaned  out 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Surveyor. 


UNHEALTHY  DWELLINGS,  etc. 

The  house  at  Bampton  which  had  been  represented  to  the 
Council  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  and 
reported  upon  by  the  surveyor  appointed  by  the  Council  for  the 
purpose,  after  various  unsuccessful  attempts  to  induce  the  persons 
responsible  to  put  the  house  in  repair,  has  been  demolished. 

At  Fen  End,  Waterbeach,  a cottage  which  had  been  reported  as 
being  dilapidated  has  since  been  closed  voluntarily  by  the  owner. 

At  Water  End,  Girton,  a case  of  overcrowding  has  been  reported, 
and  the  owner  has  promised  to  increase  the  accommodation. 

The  slaughter-houses  and  cowsheds  in  the  district  have  been 
regularly  inspected,  and  several  minor  sanitary  defects  remedied. 

All  the  above  remarks,  together  with  the  tables  of  statistics 
and  of  Inspector  s work,  I respectfully  submit  to  the  Rural  District 
Council. 


Unhealthy 

Dwellings. 


Overcrowding. 


Slaughter- 
houses, etc. 


BUSHELL  ANNINGSON. 


TABLE  A. 

Table  of  Deaths  during  the  year  1897  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  Chesterton ; classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages  and  Localities. 
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TABLE  B. 

Table  of  Population,  Births,  and  of  New  Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  during  the  year  1897 

in  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  Chesterton;  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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Notb.— The  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889,  came  into  operation  in  the  District  on  November  7th,  1889.  There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  use  of  the  sick. 


REPORT  OF  THE  INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES  FROM 
JANUARY  I,  1897,  TO  DECEMBER  31,  1897. 


Special  complaints  received  during  the  year  ...  ...  50 

Complaints  entered  in  the  Journal  ...  ...  ...  345 

Overcrowded  houses  reported  to  the  Authority  ...  ...  1 

Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  2 

Houses  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cottages  and  premises  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Houses,  cottages,  and  articles  therein  fumigated  after  infectious 

cases  of  fever...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Disinfectants  sent  out  to  infected  houses  and  unhealthy  premises  212 

House  waste-water  pipes  disconnected  from  storm  water  drains 

and  laid  into  settling  cesspools  ...  ...  ...  21 

House  drains  cleansed ; one  of  same  newly  trapped .. . ...  32 

New  made  parish  drains  with  glazed  pipes ...  ...  ...  1 

Slaughter-house  drains  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Privies  repaired  and  converted  into  dry  earth  closets  ...  6 

Newly  provided  dry  earth  closets  ...  ...  ...  6 

Removal  of  accumulations  of  dung,  stagnant  water,  animal  and 

other  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  196 

Swine  removal  cases-  -being  improperly  kept  ...  ...  3 

Piggeries  and  cattleyards  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  35 

Village  pumps  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Samples  of  water  analysed  for  the  District  Council  ...  ...  5 

Two  not  of  high-class  purity. 

Three  unfit  for  drinking  purposes. 

Water  certificate  granted  by  the  District  Council  as  a condition 

for  occupation  of  newly-erected  houses  ...  ...  1 

Wholesome  water  supplies  provided  to  old  houses  where  the 
old  wells  are  polluted  with  sewage,  etc. — supplied 
from  the  Cambridge  Water  Co.’s  main  pipe  ...  2 

Legal  proceedings — Summonses  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

W.  E.  MASTERS, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances, 


